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The US Arctic Research Commission (USARC) is an inde-

pendent federal agency that advises the President and 

Congress on domestic and international Arctic research 

through recommendations and reports. 

The Commission’s seven members represent three 

specific domains important to executing the USARC’s 

mission in Alaska and throughout the Arctic:

•	 Four members from academia or other research 

institutions with expertise in areas of research relating 

to the Arctic, including the physical, biological, health, 

environmental, social and behavioral sciences.

•	 One member from among indigenous residents of the 

Arctic who represents the needs and interests of Arctic 

residents and who lives in areas directly affected by 

Arctic resource development.

•	 Two members appointed from among individuals 

familiar with the Arctic and representative of the needs 

and interests of private industry undertaking resource 

development in the Arctic.

The President of the United States designates one of 

the appointed Commissioners as chair. The Director of 

the National Science Foundation serves as a nonvoting, 

ex-officio member. 
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